Major AF. Whitehead MC?
2nd Bn. R.S. Fusiliers

?? . M. F.

14th May 1944

Dear Mrs. Lucas,

Your letter dated 27th March has been handed to me – as no officers of A Company are left ?______? has been some delay.  SGT Leone is no longer in the Battalion but I sent a message to him asking him to get touch with you.

It is with the greatest regret and sympathy that I have to tell you that your husband is dead.  He was at first reported wounded but has since been officially reported killed in action by this Battalion.

On the night 17/18th January 1944 we took part in the assault across the river Garigliano.  We had some very heavy and bitter fighting that night and A Company had very heavy casualties.  All officers and most of the NCO’s were either killed or wounded.  At first night on the 18th we were forced to ?______? several hundred yards.  During the 18th someone said that your husband had gone back wounded – owing to the confusion of battle and the large number of men who had gone back it was ?________? to check this.  On the night of the 18/19th we again attacked, this time successfully, and it was then that we found all our dead.  SGT Gutherie buried your husband and  ?_______? a cross was put above his grave.  A further report was sent back by the Battalion stating that No. 3128453 L/C Lucas had been killed in action. 
I am very sorry there has been such a long delay in giving you these facts.  I am O.C. D Company  but I have investigated the case carefully and the facts are as I have given you.
The war office would not know that your husband was a Lance Corporal as he had only just been promoted and was not being paid as such.  If there is anything else you would like to know do please write to me and I shall do my best to help.
Yours very sincerely,

______ Whitehead

