Lieut J. Barnetson,
The Royal Scots,

“B” Coy., 2nd Bn.,

The Royal Scots Fusiliers,

C.M.F.

May 9, 1944

Dear Mrs. Lucas,

Forgive me if by this letter I reopen the wound caused by the loss of your dear son Fus. Lucas, who was in my company but not in my platoon.  His platoon officer was killed in the same engagement as your son took part in, a battle which had at all costs to be fought and won.

Perhaps you would like to know the circumstances and the details of this engagement, and from it, you will see that your son fought a good fight and his life was not lost in vain.

Our battalion, 2 R.S.F. were ordered to cross the river Garigliano, North of Naples on the night 17/18 January.  Our company “A” Coy had to make a sea landing on the enemy side of the river, and tough opposition was expected as we landed.

A certain high feature Mount Agrento overlooked the beach and the enemy could dominate the whole beach by his machine guy fire and thus make it impossible for further reinforcements and supplies to land.  Jerry was dug well into the rock of this feature and had laid a mine-field to protect it.  It had to be taken.

Our company landed on the beach and suffered heavy casualties by mines and machine gun fire.  Even although, we had to re-organise and make for Mt. Agento crossing through the enemy’s minefield to get there.

It was a brave band who pushed on through the minefield to capture that Mount as murderous machine-gun fire was encountered which caused heavy casualties.  It was at this point that your son lost his life, but by his brave spirit and keenness to push on towards the objective, the men around him were encouraged and heartened.

We took the feature, ourselves suffering heavily, but we repaid the Hun with interest, and gave him more than he gave us.

Your son was a member of that gallant little band which by taking that feature enabled other units to land by sea and to cross the river.

Please accept by most sincere sympathy at your great loss, but your son died a hero – fearless.

If you would like to write me further, please do so.

I am,

Yours Most Sincerely,

J.T.M. Barnetson

Lieut. “B” Coy, 2/R.S.F.

